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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
We affirm that a pol itical party is an instrumentality 
for effectuating t he principle s upon which the party is founded. 
That a platform of principle s i s a solemn covenant with the people 
and with the members of the partyo That no leader of the party, in 
t emporary power , has the right or privilege to proceed contrary to 
the fundamental principles of t he party, or the letter or spirit of 
the Constitution of the Uni ted State s . That to act contrary to these 
principles is a breach of faith, a usurpation of power, and a for-
feiture of the party name and party leadership. 
We believe that racial and religious minorities should 
be protected i n thei r rtghts guarant eed by the Constitution, but the 
bold defiance of the Constitution in sel fish appeals to such groups 
for the sake of political power forges the chains of slavery of such 
minorities by destr oying the only bulward of protection against 
tyrannical majorities o The protection of the Constitutional rights 
of a minority does not justify or requi re t he dest ruction of Consti-
tutional rights of the majoritYe The destr uc tion of Constitutional 
limitations on the power of t he central government threatens to create 
a totalitarian state and t o dest roy individual liberty in America. 
We believe that t he protectt on of t he American people 
agai nst the onward march of t otalitarian government requires a faith-
ful observance of Ar ticle X of t he .Ameri can Bill of Rights which pro-
vides that g ~The powers not delegated t o t he United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by i t t o t he Stat e s , are reserved to 
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the .St ates respectively, or to the people. 
We direct attention to the .fact that the first platform 
o~ the Democratic Party, adopted in 1840, resolved that: "Congress 
has no power under the Constitution to interfere with or control the 
domestic institutions of the several States, and that such States 
are the sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to their 
own affairs not prohibited by the Constitutipn.n Such pronouncement 
is the cornerstone of the Democratic Party. 
A long train of abuses and usurpations of power by un-
faithful leaders who are alien to the Democratic Parties or the 
States here represented, has become intolerable to those who believe 
in the preservation of Constitutional government and individual 
liberty in AmeriQao 
The executive department or the Government is promoting 
the gradual but certain growth or a totalitarian state by domination 
and control or a politically minded Supreme Court. As examples 
of the threat to our form or Government, the executive department, 
with the aid of the Supreme Court, has asserted national dominion 
and control or submerged oil-bearing lands in Calitornia, schools 
in Oklahoma. and Missouri , primary elections in Texas, South Carolina 
and Louisiana., restrictive covenants 1n New York, and the D. c., 
and other jurisdictions, as well as religious instruction in Illinois. 
By asserting paramount Federal rights in these instanc•s, a totali· 
tarian concept has been promulgated which threatens the integrity or 
the States and the basic rights of their citizens. 
We have repeatedly remonstrated with the leaders or the 
Nat~onal organization or our Party but our petitions, entreaties and 
warnings have been treated with contempt. · The latest response to our 
entreaties was a Democratic Convention in Philadelphia rigged to em-
barrass and humiliate the Southo This alleged Democratic assembly 
called for a civil rights law that would eliminate segregation or 
every kind from all American life, prohibit ~11 forms of discrimi-
nation in private employment, in public ~d private instruction ·and 
administration and treatment ?f students; in the opera~ion o~ public 
' . 
and private health facilities; in all transportation, and require 
equal access to all places of public accommodation for all person~ 
of all races, colors, creeds and national.origin. 
This infamous and iniquitous program calls tor the reorgani-
zation of the civil rights section of the Department of Justice with a 
substantial increase in a bureaucratic staff to be devoted exclusively 
to the enforcement of the civil rights program; the establishment with-
in the Fo Bo Io of a special unit of investigators and a police state 
in a totalitarian, centralized, b~eaucratic government. 
This Convention hypocratically denounced totalitarianism 
abroad but unblushingly proposed and approved it at home 9 . !his . ' 
convention would strengthen the grip of a police state upon a liberty 
loving peopl$ by the imposition of penalties upon local public officers 
who failed or refused to act in accordance with its ideas in suppress-
ing mob violenceo 
We point out that if a foreign power undertook to force 
upon the people of the United States the measures advocated by the 
Democratic Convention in Philadelphia, __ with :r"espect to civil rights, 
it would mean war and~the entire Nation would resist such efforto 
The Convention that insulted the South in the Party Plat-
form advocated giving the Virgin Islands and other dependencies of 
the United States 
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oothe maximum degree of local self-government"o 
When an effort was made to amend this part of the platform so as 
to make it read that the Party favored giving the Virgin Isl:,a.nds 
and the several States the maximum degree of local self-government, 
the amendment adding the words nthese several States" was stricken 
out and the sovereign states were denied the rights that the Party 
favors giving the Virgin Islandso 
We point out that the Sou~h, with clock-like regularity, 
has furnished the Democratic Party approximately fifty percent of 
the votes necessary to nominate a President every four years for 
nearly a centuryo In 1920 the only states in the Union that 
went democratic were the eleven southern stateso 
Notwithstanding this rugged loyalty to the Party, the 
masters of political intrigue now allow Republican States in which 
there is scarcely a democratic office holder to dominate and control 
the Party and fashion its policiese 
As Democrats who are irrevocably committed to democracy 
as defined and expounded by Thomas Jefferson 7 Andrew Jackson and 
Woodrow Wilson~ and who believe that all necessary steps must be 
taken for its preservation~ we declare to the people of the United 
States as ;followst 
lo We believe that the Constitution of the United States 
is the greatest charter of human liberty ever conceived by the mind 
of mano 
2 0 We oppose all efforts to invade or destroy the rights 
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vouchsafed by it to every citizen of this Republico 
3~ We stand for social and economic justice, which, we 
believe 9 can be vouchsafed to all citizens only by a strict adherence 
to our Constitution and the avoidance of any invasion or destruction 
of the Constitutiona.l rights of the states and individualso We oppose 
the totalitarian, centralized, bureaucratic government and the police 
state called for by the platforms adopted by the Democratic and 
Republican Conventionso 
4o We stand for the segregation of the races and the 
racial integrity of each race; the Constitutional right to choose 
onevs associates; to accept private employment without governmental 
interference, and to earn one's living in any lawful wayo We oppose 
the elimination of segregation, the repeal of miscegenation statues, 
the control of privata employment by Federal bureaucrats called for by 
the misnamed civil right s programo We favor home rule, local self-
government and a minimum interference with individual rights. 
5o We oppose and condemn the action of the Democratic 
Convention in sponsoring a civil rights program calling for the 
elimination of segregation, social equality by Federal fiat, regula-
tion of private employm.ent practices, voting and local law enforcement. 
6., We affirm that the effective enforcement of such a pro-
gram would be utterly destructive of the social, economic and political 
life of the southern people, and of other localities in which there may 
be differences in race, creed or national origin in appreciable numbers. 
7e We stand for the checks and balances provided by the 
three departments of our Governmento We oppose the usurpation of 
legislative functions by the executive and judicial departments. 
We unreservedly :·onclemn the effort to establish nation-wide a police 
state in this Repu.blic that would destroy the last vestige of liberty 
enjoyed by a citizen~ 
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80 We demand that there be returned to the people, to whom 
of right they belong 1 those powers needed for the preservation or human 
rights and the discharge of our responsibility as democrats for human 
welfareo We oppose a denial of those rights by political parties, a 
barter or sale of tho_se rights by a political convention, as well as 
any invasion or violation of those rights by the federal govermnento 
We call upon all Democrats and upon all other· 1oyal 
Americans who are opposed to totalitarianism at home and abroad to 
unite with us in ignominously defeating Harry So Truman· and Thomas Eo 
Dewey~ and every other candidate for public office who would establish 
a police state in the Unite4 States of America. 
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